


Z 


67/ | TEXAS LIBRARIES OCT 4, 1939 


o 4 Published Quarterly by the Texas Library and !listorical Commission 
Governing Board of the Texas State Library,... -. a FH 19% 
Austin, Texas “orPst) 6 23 AM Woe 





eS SS ee me -_-- 
Sameer ere ete -_—-——— - —- 


TEXAS LIBRARY AND HISTORICAL COMMISSION 


Emma Kyle Burlesoh, Austin George D. Sears, Houston 

Laura Aliné Hobby, Dallas John Gould, Wichita Falls 

L. W. Kemp, Houston Fannie M. Wilcox, State Librarian, 
Secretary 

















—-— o-——- 


VOL. VI iO. 1 CONTENTS SEPTEMBER, 1939 


. 








~—— -- 
EE EE 








ee ee me tie ee eee ee 
SE 





Docks BAGO. oaic od c'ccc ooo ow Fwd 09.00) 00d v0 00:00 0.0000 0900000 0000000000000 000 C800 0008 
Chance for HelPrececcccvccsevcsesssesssesses esses sess eres se eee sssesseeseeeses 
County Library Examination. .eceesesceccecesccevevescececssvsessessesesessses 
Demonstration Book Collections Lent...ccsccrccescessssccscvecevessessessesece 
Potamed: B6Gs i'o.s ots odWsande oBd cp. 0 0.0.5 000 0000s 0006 600d 00090000000 000408 0000008 008 
Field Worker Now Director of Extension.cccrcccccccccsccsecvcecessssessesesseees 
Por a Calhoun County Library... cccctcccccccccccccccesenescoerecsovesesceeses 
Nicholson Memorial LIDraryereececcnssceecerseee ees eseesseressesssseeseessenes 
Public Relationseccccccccvccevccccrcve rece eeerecersccesesereesesccseceserseece 
PubLICity..ccccccccresecccccsccereeeeressee sees sperreeseensserereseeesesesees 
WPA Demonstration in Other States.rcrcccccccccccccemerccicvccceecccececcsesenes 
Wharton County Libraryes sscccccccvevvcccvessseeressewminesesessesessesesesees 
Weese Temns Stamdseccccccccccccceyceccccc0cccce0edbe's cages ceed 0060000 ee se08 


4 
2 
5 
6 
4 
4 
6 
2 
3 
6 
4 
5 
4 


KEEPING UP WITH THE LIBRARY WORLD 


Some recent books concerning library trends. These and other library tools 
may be borrowed from the Texas State Library. 


Chancellor. Helping Adults to Learn the Library in Action, 1959, 
Chancellor, Helping the Reader Towards Self-education. 1938, 
Danton. Library of Tomorrow, 1999. 

Edge. Books for Self-education. 1938. 

Herbert. Personal Administration in Public Libraries, 1939. 
Humble. Rural America Reads. 1938. 
Johnson, The Public Library. 1938, 
Jones. - Hospital Libraries, 1939. 
Munthe, American Librarianship. 1939. 
Wilson, Geography of Reading. 1938. 
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A CHANCE FOR HELP. The tax remission law (Senate Bill 224) passed by 
the 46th Texas Legisiature, Regular Session, 1939 provides that about 
$ 5,000,000 be refunded to the counties of Texas each year for five years, 
beginning with the 1940 taxes. 

To each county will be returned one-half of the county's State ad 
valorem taxes for general reveme purposes, As provided by the law, these 
remitted taxes "shall be used by the county commissioners’ court of said 
county for any purpose permitted by and not inconsistent with the Constitu- 
tion of Texas," 

This new source of revenue for the counties offers great opportunity 
for county library establishment and improvement. The Extension Division 
of the Texas State Library has issued information leaflets concerning this / 
law and its provisions, and has sent this material to some three hundred in- 
terested people over the State. 

The opinion of many people familiar with this type of legislation is” 
that this law will run the full five year period without danger of repeal, 
and may be renewed once or several times, This opinion is based on such 
precedents as set by the State’s action in regard to Galveston County, 

The entire State ad valorem tax has been remitted to Galveston County since 
1902, and the time limit extended three times, the last extending the 
period to September 1943, 

The Texas State Library urges that this opportunity for library estab- 
lishment be brought to the attention of the people as strongly as 
possible, If intelligently sought for, library establishment and support 
could make tremendous headway in Texas in the next few years, 

Examples of tax amounts to be remitted each year for five years begin- 
ning with the 1940 taxes follow: 
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County Assessed Valuation Tax Remission* Remarks 
Bexar $ 166,005,129 {; 207,664 (Library needs more a 
funds. ) 2 
Dallas 287,969,430 342,541 (No coe library, ) ; 
Ellis 27,828,345 37,334 (No co, library.) 
El Paso 74,507,590 107,940 (No cos ate 
Gregg 107,436,052 190,000 (No co. library. 
Harris 315,647,390 421,823 (Library needs more 
: , funds, ) 
Palo Pinto 10,698,089 15,301 (No coe library, ) 
Potter 33,317,290 47,674 (Library needs more Hid 
: ‘ ; ‘ funds. ) en 
Red River 10,087;839 14,168 (No co. library.) & 
Val Verde 11,611; 246 17,077 (No co, library.) a 
Williamson 21,361,390 24,773 (No co, library) a 


*Approximate tax remission each year for 5 years beginning with 
the 1940 taxes, 


NICHOLSON MEMORIAL LIBRARY, Mrs. Peyton Davis resigned as librarian 
of the Nicholson Memorial Library at Longview to accept a position with the 
W.P.As library project in Fort Worth. Miss Camilla Halliday, who has been 
assistant librarian since 1934 has been avpointed librarian in her place, 
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PUBLIC RELATIONS. The following excerpts are taken from addresses given 





at the Regional meeting sponsored by the Staff Association of the East 
@range, Elizabeth, Montclair and Newark (ii.J.) Libraries, December 8; 1938, 
and published in full in the New Jersey Library Bulletin, August 1959, 

‘Mrs. Aubry Lee Graham, Librarian, New Rochelle Public Library said, in 
part, in her address: ; 

"Good public relations is not a cloak, to be taken off and put on at’ 
will; it is an ingrained attitude which stems from high ideals of service, 
from sincere understanding of people, and from expert knowledge of one's 
work." Mrs, Graham follows this with suggestions for health, posture, 
physical poise (and recommends Dr. Mensendieck's books, especially "It's Up 
to You"); clothes (citing Margaret Ryan's "Your Clothes and Your Personality); 
grooming, manners, (and asks the question; "Is our manner gracious, or surly 
and discontented, or simply passive?"; voice, calling attention to the 
telephone company's "The Voice With a Smile," 

Miss Graham quotes from the Library Plan of New York: 

"The Library is an indispensable factor in Adult Education because it 
handles the tools of education = books = and because of its essential 
qualities of freedom, individual service and voluntary use. But the 
facilities of the Library in this field cannot be fully used without public 
recognition, Public recoghition means publicity and ample public support. 

"These matters depend, in turn, on the awareness of librarians, of their 
ability to meet the present demands of the public, and their capacity to 
develop their services to meet expanding needse" 

She further quotes from Dr. Luther Gulick's report on the Regent's 
inquiry into education in New York State. Of the nine major findings she 
quotes these three~ "(1) NYS does not need a State university = but must 
extend its secondary schools. (2) The peak in school enrollments has been 
passed, and by 1945 there will be half as many children in the first grade 
as there were in 1928, Economies will result making possible extension of 
secondary school education, (3) Increased emphasis must be placed on adult 
education, in view of the fact that ah increasingly large percentage of 
the population is middle aged or aged, with greater leisure time than ever 
before," Mrs, Graham says that Dr. King of Chatauqua recommends that we 
look at our institutions with new eyes, "how many courtesies can we ex- 
tend? Do we act glad to see people?" Also, “Children are important because 
they grow up", Mrs, Graham's eight concluding points are well worth 
quoting, and we wish we had space here to quote them. ‘ 

It is unfortunate that there is not room here, either, to quote more 
than this brief but effective incident from the address of Walter F, Allen, 
Director of Publicity, Public Service Corporation of New Jersey, Library 
assistants reflect the attitude of head librarians so completely that 
public library patrons suffer or benefit accordingly. 

Mr, Allen said, "I recall one night I was visiting in the home of a 
friend, Several of the friend's relatives were present, One of them took 
the floor and recited in detail for my benefit the discourtesy of the driver 
of a bus on which she rode to Newark that morning, I listened attentively 
and whén she finished, I made this reply: "I understand the situation per= 
fectly, Misseseseees Just before that bus operator started for work this 
morning the president of our company told him to do just what he did." They 


all laughed and immediately appreciated the pointe I think that was a good 
public relations job," 
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FIELD WORKER NOW DIRECTOR OF - EXTENSION. The title of Field Worker 
designating the head of the Extension Division was changed to Director 
of Extension by the 46th Regular Session of the Texas Legislature. 

The office was established in 1928, and the title then was ‘Library 
Organizer. On September 1, 1935, the title was changed to Field Worker, 





-0- 


BOOK RATE. The domestic parcel post rate of 1dy a pound for books was 
extended ded by a : a proclamation signed by President Roosevelt on June 30th in 
which the chief executive made use of the full power granted him by Congress 
and extended the rate for a two year period until June 30, 1941. 

To be accepted at this rate, books must be free of advertising matter, 
except incidental book announcements, and should contain over 24 pages, none 
of which may be devoted to the keeping of records. Parcels should be marked 
BOOKS. 


Librarians might call the attention of their patrons to this extended 
low rate, 
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FEDERAL AID. As recently stated by the American Library Association, 
the bill for federal aid to educasion is in this position: When the Congress 
reconvénes, the Senate bill will be ready for consideration by the entire 
Senate, and the corresponding measure in the House will have to be consider- 
ed by the Committee on Education. 
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WHERE TOXAS STANDS. The American Library Association statistics 


dated June 30, 1959, show Texas in the following relative positions in 
library service: 





FORTY-EIGHTH in rural people (2,886,732) without library service. 
FORTY-SEVENTH in number of people (3,366,952) without 
FORTY-FIRST in total number of books (29 one hundredths of a 
book) per capita: 
FORTIETH in circulation (1.05 of a book) per capita 
THIRTY-NINTH in per capita support (12 cents) 
FIFTEENTH in total income ($ 733,525) 
FOURTEENTH in per cent of total population (58 per cent) 
without library service 


WPA DEMONSTRATIONS IN OTHER STATES. Nebraska and Minnesota report 
effective WPA regional demonstration library projects. In Nebraska two 
counties comprise the region, under the supervision of a trained librarian, 
on leave from the Omaha Public Library. Four branches have been opened, 
with others expected to be opened soon, and a new bookmobile, which will 
give service to the smaller towns, has been purchased through the WPA. The 
Nebraska Public Library Commission has owned since the summer of 1936 a 
demonstration bookmobile, bought through gifts of Omaha business men, and 
is reported to have done much to create interest in library extension. 

In Minnesota the commissioners’ courts of two counties have been 


approached through WPA efforts with requests to establish tax-supported county 
libraries. 
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THE WHARTON COUNTY LIBRARY. The Wharton County Library, twenty-fifth 
county library to be established in Texas, will open with a book volume of 
4,600 on Monday, September 1l. 

Open house will be held from 4 pem, to 9 p.m. by the staff and library 

board for the residents of the county and friends of the library, The li- 
brary is housed temporarily in the Brooks Building, just off the square. 
The furniture is standard library equipment and will be used when the li- 
brary is moved into permanent quarters after the first of the year. The 
old jail building will be remodeled into a modern library building which 
will house other county departments besides the library. 

The service of the Wharton County Library will be centered in the book- 
mobile and one branch library. The El Campo Branch will be opened the’ day 
after the grand opening of the Central Office, One thousand new books, 
including a reference collection will be placed in’ the library in the begin- 
ning. The furniture is standard library equipment, gift of the City Council 
of El Campo.e The Commissioners’ Court has approved the construction of a 
small fireproof building immediatoly after the first of the year. The hours 
for circulation are from 2 pem. to 6 pem, daily except Sundays. A night 
circulation will be’ added when the library is permanently located. 

The bookmobile, if completed, will be on display at the grand opening. 
The chasis is an International, ton and a half; the body is constructed’ by 
the’ Texas Body and Trailer Company in Houston. The total cost, to date, is 
¢% 1,727.00, The bookmobile is the outside service type, New ideas include 
built-in drawers for borrowers cards and other records; and dropped aisle to 
cut down on the heirht of the body in order to make the bookmobile more stream- 
lined in appearance, The bookmobile will be bright red with black and silver 
letteringe F 

The entire county, except tjharton and El Campo, will be served from the 
bookmobile. Plahs are to go to eath school and community once every two weeks 
and East Bernard, the largest town, once a week if possible, The librarian 
or the assistant will make every trip. Other assistants will be W,. P. A. and 
Ne. Y. Ao 

Special collections for the foreigneborn and negrocs have not been pure 
chased but plans have been made for them in the book budget. The librarian 
is consulting the leaders of the various groups in selecting the books in 
Chech and Danish languages. School officials will help in the selection of 
books for colored readerse 

The library board of nine members was appointed by the Court to make 
the selection of the county librarian, The board was retained as an advisory 
body to assist in the organization and maintenance of the library.s 

The staff includes Hazel Pace, formerly of the Harris County Public 
Library, Librarian; Doris Nesbitt of Fulshear, assistant librarian; lirs, Nina 
Neal Shannon of Wharton, clerical assistant; and Ne. Y. Ae and W. Pe. Ae 
assistants, 
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COUNTY LIBRARY EXAMINATION. The next county library examination will be 
held by the Texas State Board of Library Examiners at their respective li- 
braries on November 3 and 4. Candidates for the examination must have good 
library training obtained in a library school or a library of good standing 
approved by the State Board of Library Examiners, The application for county 
library examination, farnished by the Board, must be in the hands of the 
Chairman’ by October 20, 1939. For further information write Fannie lM, Wilcox, 
Chairman, Texas State Library, Austin. 
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PUBLICITY. News clippings from the Clipping Bureau show that libraries 
are having especial demand for books about Polend, military tactics, history 
of the World War, and, especially in the Dallas Public Library, Adolph 
Hitler's "Mein Kampf". This puts us in mind of the advice of a newspaper 
reporter who, in talking about good library publicity, noted the fact that - 
most libraries use almost entirely as a basis for pullicity routine matters, 
such as circulation figures and increased numbers of borrowers, This he © 
pointed out was not the type of thing the public would read with interest, 
and thought that librarians missed one of their best opportunities by not. 
calling attention to the books in the library which could be connected with 
topics of already-created interest. At present, of course, the war is 
uppermost. But in the past, few librarians have "capitalized" on timely-topic 
publicity. For instance, when Corrigan made his startiing flight, few, if 
any, Texas librarians wrote newspaper articles to call attention to aviation 
material in the libraries. Such ready-made publicity is worth watching for, 


REKK 


Alonzo’Wasson's conservative but convincing article in the Dallas News 
of August 2, concerning county library establishment in Texas, called 
attention to the Tems State Library's bulletin, "Library Opportunities for 
Texans", and to the material issued by this library concerning the tax 
remission law, 

Since the article appeared, the Extension Division of the Texas State 
Library has received numbers of requests for the bulletin, and for help 





concerning county library establishment, 
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FOR A CALHOUN COUNTY LIFRARY. The Nueces County Librarian, liiss 
Katherine . Ard, and the County Library bookmobile went on September 8, to 
Port Lavaca and other places in Calhoun County to stimulate interest. ina 
county library for Calhoun County. liuch interest was shown in the bookmobile, 
and since that time a visit from Mrs. Journeay, Director of Extension of the 
Texas State Library, has been made to Port Lavaca to form an organization 
for a county library movement, which, it is hoped, will result in library 
establishment at least by 1941. 
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DEMONSTRATION BOOK COLLECTIONS LENT. Large demonstration book collec- 
tions have been lent to Dallas and Hunt Counties. The Dallas County 
collection consists of 2,500 books, the Hunt County of 1,500. 

From the decided amount of interest already shown in the books lent to 
Dallas County, it is evident that the people would use the county library 
eagerly and profitably. 

Through this demonstration, it is believed that the commissioners' court 
will be obliged to give the people the library facilities that they so 
greatly need. 








